Examples of Instructional Strategies

Linked to Appropriate Language Acquisition Stages

The chart on the following page is adapted from the Oregon Department of Education publication The English Language Learners’ Program Guide (n.d.). Each of the five stages of second language acquisition is linked to appropriate and specific instructional strategies. 

	Silent/ Receptive 
Stage I
	Early Production 
Stage II
	Speech Emergence 
Stage III
	Intermediate/ Advanced Proficiency 
Stages IV & V

	Use of visual aids and gestures
	Engage students in charades and linguistic guessing games
	Conduct group discussions
	Sponsor student panel discussions on the thematic topics*

	Slow speech emphasizing key words
	Do role-playing activities
	Use skits for dramatic interaction
	Have students identify a social issue and defend their position*

	Do not force oral production
	Present open-ended sentences
	Have student fill out forms and applications*
	Promote critical analysis and evaluation of pertinent issues

	Write key words on the board with students copying them as they are presented
	Promote open dialogues
	Assign writing compositions
	Assign writing tasks that involve writing, editing, rewriting, & critiquing written examples*

	Use pictures and manipulatives to help illustrate concepts
	Conduct student interviews with the guidelines written out
	Have students write descriptions of visuals and props
	Encourage critical interpretation of stories, legends, and poetry*

	Use multimedia language role models
	Use charts, tables, graphs, and other conceptual visuals
	Use music, TV, and radio with class activities
	Have students design questions, directions, and activities for others to follow

	Use interactive dialogue journals
	Use newspaper ads and other mainstream materials to encourage language interaction*
	Show filmstrips and videos with cooperative groups scripting the visuals
	Encourage appropriate story telling

	Encourage choral readings
	Encourage partner and trio readings
	Encourage solo readings with interactive comprehension checks*
	 

	Use Total Physical Response (TPR) techniques
	 
	 
	 


*It is important to structure activities that are both age- and linguistically appropriate.
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