DISTRICT LETTERHEAD CAN GO HERE
Fall Kindergarten
Name ___________________________________

Teacher _________________________________
Date ________________

These are the two kindergarten fall measurements your child was given.  

Letter Naming Fluency: Your child was able to name _____ letters in one minute.  The fall Letter Naming Fluency is considered a measure of exposure to print and

Letter Sound Fluency: Your child was able to name _____ letter sounds in one minute.  Our fall goal is to have all students above 8 letters sounds per minute.  By the spring of kindergarten our goal is to have all children name 40+ letter sounds per minute.  

This is how we measure Letter Naming Fluency and Letter Sound Fluency:

	Sample 1
c    c    K    b    n    w    T    m    s    x

Z    p    N    d    B    m    b    f     g    R

A    s    v    D    e     u    Y    k     z    C

n    b    k    F    t      J     H    s     r     g

O    M   y    c    c     L    R    z     w    u   


Fall Kindergarten
Here are some quick and easy things you can do with your child to help him or her learn about the sounds in words and to recognize letters and sounds.  Of course, the most important thing you can do is to read with your child everyday.  
Word Play

Play with familiar words (your child’s name, family names, etc. ).  Change the words by changing the beginning letter: robin, bobbin, hobin, dobin, lobin, etc.

Rhymes All Around

While you are walking or driving in the car, try to make rhymes for the things around you.  They can be nonsense and silly words, too!

Magnetic Letters

Boxes of magnetic letters can be found at most grocery and discount stores.  Put your child’s name on the refrigerator and label photos and other drawings with the beginning sounds or the whole word.  Point out the letter names and sounds and let your child play with the letters.

Sounds & Letter All Around

Use old newspapers and magazines to pick a “special letter” or letters with your child.  Have your child circle or cut out every special letter they can find.  Have your child fine a certain letter or sound on cereal boxes, cans, and other things around the house.

Play with Letters and sounds

Make up ways to remember the sounds of the letters such as mmm…mmm…good for the m.

Check out alphabet books from the library.

Teach the names and sounds in your child’s name and names of his or her family members, friends, and pets.

Tell me what you see…

Look at pictures in books, photo albums, magazines, or newspapers, and have your child describe what he or she sees in the pictures.  Have him or her make up a storyto go along with the picture and tell it to you.
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Letter naming and sound fluency measures a student’s automaticity, or fluency, in recognizing a series of random letters.  There is much research showing that early fluency measures such as this are indicators of a student’s future ability to read.  The letter naming probe has both lower and uppercase letters, while the letter sound probes have only lower case.





As a student’s fluency improves, their “brain power” can attend to more demanding skills such as decoding.





On Letters Naming Fluency, the examiner gives the child the student copy, and one minute to identify as many letters as possible.  The examiner marks the student responses on a copy.  On Letter Sound Fluency, the examiner counts the number of letter sounds per minute.  Letter Sound Fluency is more critical than letter naming.  Parents should be concentrating on letter sounds rather than letter names.  








